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Music Teaching Policy and Agreement - 2022-2023 
! " !#
" " " !#

" " " " " " " !

#
I provide a holistic learning experience, in which each student receives an individualized 

education in piano, voice, violin, or language instruction that is specific to their talents, 

goals, and needs. These tailor-made lessons provide students with the opportunity to 

receive one-on-one attention from an instructor who values them both as individuals and 

as budding artists. Both music instruction and language learning allow students to 

cultivate empathy, communication skills, higher expression, and self-awareness. These 

crucial developmental skills require that students are allowed to make mistakes and are 

encouraged to learn from them, which can only occur in a safe, non-judgmental, learning 

environment. I place inclusivity at the forefront of my teaching and see great importance 

in providing all students with equal opportunities.  

" " " " " "I believe finding your unique musical expression 
can be an extremely empowering, fun and enjoyable experience. Anyone can learn how to 

be a musician! With these overarching goals, dedicated work, and clear instruction in 

mind, I believe that all of my students have the ability to play and sing to their fullest 

potential. I teach music of all styles, and do not focus on just one aspect of training. I 
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rather look at my students as whole artists and human beings, identifying individual 

needs and talents. I believe that there is not one “correct” way of singing or playing an 

instrument, and that technique varies according to the student’s personality, needs, and 

interests. I strive to bring out the best qualities in my students and help them to grow, 

while still promoting a warm and creative environment. It is important for my students to 

eventually become independent artists, as they gain more direct access to their 

technique and learn more about their own artistic expression.  

 I also believe that lessons should be centered around the students’ interests and 

passions. I pick repertoire that not only is interesting to the student, but serves a 

pedagogical purpose. I place musicians' health at the forefront, and believe that easy 

access to the clearest and most authentic sound that a musician can create is of the 

utmost importance. It is important to me that students can ultimately move freely and 

evenly throughout the range of their voices or instruments, while still accessing a wide 

variety of different artistic colors, emotions and dynamics in their sound. I believe that 

younger students need to grow comfortable and confident in their own voices and the 

unique sounds that they create with their instruments. I want my students to feel excited, 

passionate, open, and eager to learn.  

 I work on basic ear-training and music theory with my younger students, and often 

pair movement with music. In terms of technique with younger students, I work primarily 

on breath and alignment. I know that not every student will move on to pursue music 

professionally, but believe music training is more about the cultivation of appreciation 

and passion for the world of music.  

 When it comes to singing, no voice is ever the same, and finding your voice and 

growing confidence in it and a love for it, is the most exciting part of the journey. Every 

voice has something to say. It is important to me that my students come to me with 

topics regarding their concerns, goals and musical interests. In my vocal studio, students 

will explore vocal technique, vocal health and hygiene, mindfulness in music, authentic 

alignment, music history, lyric diction, dramatic intention, musical interpretation, musical 

theory and aural skills, and so much more. My piano and violin students practice 

authentic alignment and hand positions, technical exercises, music theory and aural skills, 

mindfulness in music, musical and stylistic interpretation, music history and appropriate 
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repertoire. Whether you are 4 or 84 years old, I want to help guide you on your journey of 

discovering your best artistic and musical self!  

" " " " " " " "  We would begin by recapping on the previous 
week’s lesson. What went well? What are we working on? How did practicing go during 

the past week? How is it coming with the repertoire piece? Did any challenging obstacles 

arise in practice? What are you proud of regarding your practice this week? Was there a 

written or listening assignment assigned to help in further understanding your repertoire 

piece? We would then warm up for 10-30 minutes (depending on the age of the student 

and the length of the lesson), addressing specific vocal obstacles that the student is 

working through. Singing through the repertoire is next. I strive to pick age-appropriate 

pieces with my students that inspire them creatively, build upon the areas of their voice 
that need improvement, and highlight their vocal strengths. For younger students 

(specifically those under the age of 13), the lessons are divided up into smaller segments, 

with breaks for lessons such as ear training, music theory, mindfulness in music exercises, 

music history lessons, and proper alignment. Each of these units help to create well-

rounded musicians, with developed and flexible learning styles, critical ears, an 

understanding of music as a whole, and its connection to the world around us. Young 

singers, specifically, are taught to make beautiful, age appropriate sounds, while still 

placing the health of the vocal instrument at the forefront. Once the repertoire piece is 

sung, lessons would then end with the student’s recap, in their own words, of newly 

learned concepts during the lesson.  

#
We will work with parents and students to find a regular weekly lesson time. For the 

2022-2023 school year, I will teach my lessons on Thursday evenings between 4:00 PM 

and 9:00 PM. Parents and students should contact my manager (Garb), for scheduling 

inquiries. Her email is garb@garbmgmt.com and her phone number is (513) 454-6899. 

She will be the main contact for all concerns regarding scheduling. Parents and students 
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are also able to book lessons through my website (maddiemeiermusic.com). There will be 

no lessons during the following holidays and vacation periods: 

2022-2023: 

• Indigenous Peoples’ Day (October 10th, 2022) 

• Thanksgiving Break (November 21st - 25th, 2022)  

• Winter Break (December 9th, 2022- January 2nd, 2023)  

• Martin Luther King Day (January, 16th, 2023) 

• President’s Day (February, 20th, 2023) 

• Spring Break (April 7th, 2023 - April 14th, 2023)  

If a student’s lesson falls on a holiday, a make-up lesson date and time will be offered. 

I am also unavailable to teach due to prior conflicts on the following dates. If any other 

conflicts arise during the school year, my manager or I will reach out to parents and 

students ASAP and we will work to reschedule. If your lesson falls on any of these dates, 

my manager & I will work with you to reschedule a make-up lesson.  

2022-2023 

• October 20th, 2022 

• November 15th, 2022 

• November 17th, 2022 

• November 29th, 2022 

• January 17th, 2023 

• January 19th, 2023 

• February 21st, 2023 

• February 23rd, 2023 

• March 21st, 2023 

• March 23rd, 2023 

• April 18th, 2023 

• April 20th, 2023 

• May 23rd, 2023 
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Fall semester runs from September 20th, 2022 - December 9th, 2022.  
Spring Semester runs from January 3rd, 2023 -  June 22nd, 2023. 
Limited Summer Lessons will be available in 2023 (dates TBD).  
 

#
I expect that my students come with a positive attitude and an open mind when it comes 

to trying out concepts and receiving new ideas. I am also open to new ideas that the 

student might have. :-)     

Please bring the following to each music lesson:  

• A water bottle  

• Any music that the student is working on. Please bring a physical copy of your music. 

Your phone is not an acceptable device to read your music off of.  

• Any music books that the student is currently working out of. They will be assigned 

once the student’s level is assessed after the first couple of lessons.  

• A pencil  

• A journal to write any extra notes in 

• A recording device (your phone is fine for this one). This is for students 13 and older. The 

recording is good to reference if the student needs to listen back to a new exercise 

learned during the lesson time, or listen back to how they sounded when a new 

technique was employed.  

• As a result of COVID-19, students will now be expected to have technology required for 

virtual lessons. In general, the microphone and camera connected to devices such as 
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computers, phones, laptops and tablets are sufficient enough. Although, if the student 

would like to purchase a quality microphone, here are a couple that I suggest: 

Sweetwater Microphones and Blue Yeti Nanos. Good microphones can be quite pricey, 

and I only suggest that the student purchase them if there is a genuine need, i.e. for 

competitions and auditions.  

• Piano and violin students are expected to have access to an instrument that they will be 

able to practice with on their own time. I would suggest that piano students have 

access to a keyboard or real piano. If you would like to learn violin, there are many places 

where you can rent the instrument. I would strongly recommend this if your child is still 

growing. A great place in the local area is Princeton Violins, LLC. Students can also rent 

from Music and Arts in Princeton. Having your own instrument is strongly suggested, 

and essential to the improvement of the student. 

#
" " " " " " " " " " " " "

" " " " " " " " " " "
" " " #

In order to guarantee growth and progress, daily practice and implementation of the 

newly learned skills is essential. For students ages 13 and above, I suggest that students 

practice 5 days a week, in order to see results. Ideally, practice sessions should be as long 

as the lesson time. For example, if the student has a 30 minute lesson, it is expected that 

that student practices for 30 minutes daily, five times a week. Specific practice 

suggestions are given during the lesson. Practice time might also include listening and 

written assignments provided by me. For students under the age of 13, I suggest 10-20 

minutes a day of practice, 3-5 times a week.   

 If there are ever concerns regarding practice,  I welcome a dialogue with the 

student and/or parent. Students may be required to keep a practice log, noting the days 
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that they practice during the week and any specific obstacles and successes that they 

encounter along the way. I understand that schedules are busy, but please try to find a 

consistent time to practice during the day if you can. For vocalists, please also keep in 

mind that choir, musical theater, or in-school music requirements may have you singing 

for long periods of time. Please take care of your instrument, and limit singing, if you can, 

on these intense days to 1-2 hours of total singing time. Your vocal folds are resilient, but 

remember also that social activities, sporting events, cheerleading, parties, require you at 

times to have a loud voice, and can cause the instrument to become tired and sore. If this 

is the case, please let me know so that we can work out a plan of action to keep your voice 

strong, even on the most intense of days.  

" " #
For your first lesson, make sure you bring your water bottle and recording device. I also 

ask that you bring a copy of a musical piece that you are currently working on or 

exploring. I would begin the lesson by asking you questions that cover your contact 

information, your previous musical experience, and the genres and musical topics that 

interest you. I will then do a series of warmups with you, in which I will listen to your voice 

or your music playing. From there, we will work on the musical piece that you have 

brought. This is a no-pressure situation! I just want to hear your instrument and see how 

you make the music come alive. :-) After meeting you and hearing you, I will then be able 

to set goals with you for future lessons and performances.  

" " #
Regular attendance is essential for the student’s growth and development in their given 

area of study. That being said, life happens and conflicts do naturally arise. All lessons can 

be scheduled through the Acuity through a downloadable smartphone app or online. 

Here is the link to get to my scheduling site: https://MaddieMeierMusic.as.me/ . You can 

also schedule through the “booking” page on my website: maddiemeiermusic.com.  
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" "Lessons cancelled with more than 24 hours notice are noted as excused 
absences. My manager and I will do our best to accommodate make-ups as the schedule 

allows, as no refunds or discounts are offered. If the make-up lesson is not scheduled 

within 1 month of the missed lesson, students will simply miss the benefit of that lesson 

and refunds or discounts to tuition will not be offered. Only two excused absences will be 

accepted per semester. Lessons cancelled with less than 24 hours notice are considered 

unexcused absences. You are required to pay the cancellation fee, which is the cost of the 

missed lesson. These lessons cannot be rescheduled. If a student has more than three 

unexcused absences in a semester, I reserve the right to release them from their studies 

with me.  

"  If cancellation occurs due to inclement weather, an additional make-
up lesson will be offered.  

 Please let me know via text or call (+1 (732-835-2130) if you are going to be late for 
the lesson. All other correspondence regarding scheduling, questions or concerns should 

be through my manager Garb (+1 (513) 454-6899) or garb@garbmgmt.com. I will be 

unable to extend the lesson time past what was originally planned if the students are 

late.  

Make-up lessons will be offered if I must cancel our lesson in advance or due to an 

emergency.  

#
Tuition is paid on a monthly basis: $35.00 for a 30 minute lesson, $45.00 for a 45 minute 

lesson, $55.00 for a 60 minute lesson. Payment is expected by the first lesson of each 

month. If the monthly balance is not resolved by this deadline, a late fee of $5 per late 

week will be incurred. I offer a 50% discount (you pay $18.00 total) for an individual, thirty 

minute, trial lesson in any of my given areas of teaching expertise. All payments must be 

made through the Acuity app, which can be downloaded to any smart phone. They can 

also be made through my website: maddiemeiermusic.com. Please reach out to my 
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manager Garb, if any questions arise: garb@garbmgmt.com. I believe that students 

should have the opportunity to see if my teaching is fitting for their style of learning 

before officially signing up for a month’s-worth of lessons. 

" #
If a parent and student should decide to discontinue lessons, please notify me in writing 

at least one month in advance, so plans can be made. Parents/students are required to 

pay the necessary, remaining amount of tuition during their last month of lessons.  

" "#
Studio Recitals: Students will have the opportunity, twice a year, to perform in an open 

and supportive setting for their family and friends. There is a recital fee of $30.00 per 

family. This will help to cover fees such as the venue and the pianist. Participation is not 

mandatory, but greatly encouraged. It can be extremely rewarding to showcase your 

improvement and all that you have learned. Not to mention, it is really fun! It is also 

important that friends and family attend the recitals in their entirety. This is a way of 

showing support for your fellow classmates and their improvement over the course of the 

year as well.  

This year, our recital dates will be held:  

Lesson Length Cost per month

30-Minute Private Lessons $140

45-Minute Private Lessons $180

60-Minute Private Lessons $220
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• December 3rd, 2022 

• June 17th, 2023 

Additional performance opportunities may be available in the future as students are 

prepared, including competitions, festivals, studio classes, and service opportunities in the 

greater community.  

" " " #
Communication with me is best handled via email (mmeier@maddiemeiermusic.com). 

Texts or emails to my manager, Garb (garb@garbmgmt.com, +1 (513) 454-6899) are also 

welcome. Please introduce yourself if you are reaching out to my manager via text 

message. Parents are encouraged to be supportive and active participants in their child’s 

practice sessions. Emails to me are welcome any time during the week regarding practice 

or repertoire questions. I cannot guarantee a quick response on weekends, but I will get 

back ASAP. Outside of this, all scheduling inquiries and concerns should be directed to 

my manager. Because of my schedule this year, this ensures that you receive a timely and 

more reliable response. Please only text or call me if you need something right away. 

Examples can be early arrival to a lesson or lateness to a lesson. My goal is that these 

lessons can be the best experience for students and in order to guarantee this, I have 

implemented this new system of communication. 

#
Due to the unprecedented circumstances that we are currently living through, lessons 

are currently being offered online via Zoom or with necessary safety precautions in-

person. In-person lessons are held at my private studio, in Plainsboro, NJ. Masks are 

currently optional, although strongly recommended in the studio. For singers interested, 

there are special singers-resonance masks and silicone mask brackets that can be 

inserted into masks for breathability. All persons present at the in-person lesson will be 

required to fill out a COVID Screening Questionnaire 24 hours in advance of their visit to 
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my studio. This will be sent to you in an email confirming your lesson. Before starting in-

person lessons, students/parents of students are required to sign a release and liability 

waiver.  

While it is still preferable to meet in-person for more specific instruction, virtual lessons 

have also still proven effective in advancing technique and musical understanding, while 

still providing the student with a holistic learning experience. Students will also be able to 

record their Zoom sessions, so that they can hear and see themselves on camera. 

Students will be required to have the technology required for these lessons (webcam, 

microphone, computer set-up, mobile device set-up, or tablet set-up). I  suggest that 

students start the lesson set-up at least 15 minutes in advance, just in case there are 

technical difficulties, so as not to waste time.  

I know these are challenging times, but we will get through them and emerge, stronger, 

kinder, better and wiser. :-)  
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#
The undersigned further expressly agrees that this agreement is intended to be as broad 
and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the state and that if any portion thereof is held 
invalid, it is agreed that the balance shall, notwithstanding, continue in full legal force and 
effect. By signing below, the student and his/her guardian state that they have read and 
fully understand and agree to the policies outlined in this document. Furthermore, the 
student and his/her guardian agree to abide by all policies, including those specifically 
related to payment and cancellation. I represent and warrant that I am full of age, 
competent to sign this release and have the right to enter into this agreement on behalf 
of the minor student(s), for whom I am a legal guardian, and myself. You MUST be the 
Parent or Legal Guardian to sign for a minor (under age 18). 

___________________________________________                     _______________________

Student Signature (if applicable)     Date 

___________________________________________                    _______________________ 

Parent Signature       Date 

___________________________________________           ________________________ 

Madeline Meier       Date 
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" #

___________________________________________                   _______________________________ 

Email         Phone number
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